
Planemakers are driving the push for

single-pilot �ights
REGULATORY TIMELINE

START OF RULEMAKING

2021

2022

2025

2027

2029

Airbus and Dassault proposed the idea of flying planes 
with just one pilot during the cruise phase, known as 
Extended Minimum Crew Operations (eMCO), to the 

European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA).

EASA began studying eMCO, forming an 
informal expert group and commissioning 

research. Results are expected in 2025.

RULEMAKING PROCESS

EASA outlined its regulatory approach and 
launched rulemaking task (RMT.0739) which 
will be focusing on regulations for advanced 

flight deck technologies (smart cockpits).

2030

DEPLOYMENT

EASA intends to gather industry 
feedback from airlines, pilot unions, and 

safety advocates.

If approved, the new rules will allow single-pilot 
cruise operations across Europe. Final decision 
could involve the European Parliament and the 

EU Council of Ministers.

This timeline outlines the 
steps towards single-pilot 
flights, but changes may occur 
as the process progresses.

EASA plans to publish a formal proposal for 
eMCO, the so-called Opinion: a legislative proposal 
with specific changes to EU safety rules, which will 

be submitted for approval by the European 
Commission and reviewed by EU bodies.
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